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Bpecin! Correspondence of The Evening Star.
PARIS, December 6, 1902.

guite the fad of the moment
Paris for the women to drop
in for a cup of tea at one of the fush-
fonable tea rooms. You know we are
all very Engllish nowadays In our cus-
toms and sports, and this 5 o'clock function
has been taken up with enthusiasm. The
true Parislenne really loathes the cup that

It 1s
here in

cheers, but there are nice little substitutes
in which the letter of the law Is adhered
to and the spirit is not found wanting. Theo
talk 4t these rooms where women most do
oongr gate is about Christmas and Christ-
mas presenls

Judging from the conversatlons over-
heard, every woman hopes to wake up
Christmas morning to find herself the pos-
gessor of peurls in some form. They luok
g0 well with the white costumes which are
the craze just now! By the way, the smart-
est thing in the jewelry line is to have
one's jew tone In with the dress sci
ar the d er s putting forth stre
efforts (o0 make madame’s toilet a suees
in this particular. For ] a
and walst buckle of ameth a
mauve gown trimined In dar ur and wool
lace would be stunning. I noticed some
beautifully toailored walking frocks at the

timez when

and

ts be wide for the

e fullness minimizes the :I-.'.{- .-!‘I‘I.':-.- ‘I
Be Well Booted.

Tt is also important to be well booted
™ he wearing the walking skirt. Flat |
heels, polnted toes and the finest glace
[ ——— —

kid are the requisites of shoes and boots
that make for elegance. The Parisian wo-
men never took kindly to the dull, box-
toed English shoe. -he high Louis XV
heel is never seen on the shoes of women
who know how to dress. They would con-
sider their toilet as incorrect with a high-
heel boot as with a torn vell or soiled
gloves, )

Several elegant toilets of white taffela
were seen the ‘other night at the Comedie
Francais, On of them was especially lovely
with a shaped flounce on the skirt, the hem
being friiled with plaited mousseline de
soie. This flounce was headed at intervals
with bows of white lace connected by
wreaths of tiny pink roses with gray foli-

age. The bodice was a blouse opening
widely over a stomacher compnsed entirely
of ruses and follage. A bertha of white

lace surrounded the decollete bodice, and a
strup of lace crossed over the shoulder,
from which fell a garland of roses reaching
half way down the arm. A narrow band of
lace encircled the waist, which was held to-

gether at the back by a huge bow of lace
with long ends.

Another attract've frork was worn by a
woman who sat in a box looking serenely

pleased with herze!f and the world at large,
a striking evidence of the consolation to be

1d in & becoming gown. This affair was
cmpire style in crepe de chine of a
ar amber color. The long, trailing
., clingng elese to the figure, was cut

in oz¢, with th ice, wnich was quite
loose in front, b & simply swathed across
in unstudicd £ The back hung In
plaits, and in the er between the shoul-
ders was itterfly bow of black
lace Two ler bows ornamented the

ars.  There was no other trln:_nming.
was very graceful in its simplicity.
What to Buy.
If you want a pretty, inexpensive evening
frock, why not purchase a white net with
lencon laces, appliques, insertions and fril-
This delicate, tullelike net ls very
h just now, and the alencen laces,
1 hnnd=omer than ever, are not as ex-
» as they weire, You may use an old
g » very nicely for the founda-
e to use as much chiffond
warrant to soften the net,
chiffon is half the battlée
. 11 finish. The alencon inser-
1 redeem the skirt from plalnness.
ect 18 becoming to hang the lace

=no

yel it

z bodices and blouses
er thin material ar-
1fon. For & girlish «
1 8 very good with sequin

n somewhat the same way as
m the white net. Cheose a
he sequ s are small, as large
gurish, A dress of this kind
ler for a young girl than a

VEen-

any of your dancing frocks
tralling, but let them make a
froth around the feet, taking

a line on the floor at the back. The ser-
pentine air has been overdone and is no
longer the proper caper.

For the small dinner parties that seem to
be the order of the day there is an attempt
to dine in a hat, with the low moussellne
de sole dress. This mode 18 well enough at
a restaurant, but utterly out of place at a
private house. In the rush that character-
izes the fashlonable woman's life there is
the fear that one or other of the tempting
invitations must be missed, so a smart few
have hit upon the idea of dining at a cer-
tain house and leaving at the end of the
dinner for the Gymnase or Vaudeville, so
they dine en chapeau. This innovation has
given offense in more than one Instance,
and in all probability will not be encour-
aged. Otherwise it wlll become necessary
to add a line to the invitation card to the
effect that ladies are not admitted to the

dining room with theéir hats on. The tickets+

of the Theater Francais bear an inseription
with regard to ladies wearing hats in the
stalls, and there is no reasoh, if the situa-
tlon demands it, why the hostesses who ob-
ject to the hatted guest should not notify
them. Of course we accept the fashion at
luncheon and acknowledge its usefulness.
There is so much to be done during the day
that the luncheon party only occuples the
time of a friendly call. But dinner is an-
other story. We are more ceremonious and
at the same time more hospitable. In fact,
the affair lies in a nutshell. We will not
allow an invitation to our house to be treat-
ed like an Invitation to a restaurant.

Never Were Prettier. .

Speaking of hats reminds me that they
have never been prettler. The new small
turban toque seems to me the best thing
brought out for many a long day. Very
chie, too, Is the flat, white French sallor
covered with black chenille dots and a touch
of green, with great knots of the green fall-
ing on the halr at the back. White Is very
desirable on the head and rivals black in
popularity. A lovely small white turban
had a narrow band of brown velvet, the
only other trimming consisting of an enor-
mous thick, brown ostrich feather stuck
like a quill through the brim. A large
white hat which appealed to me had a sin-
gle black velvet bow forming the bandeau
and two black ostrich feathers.

To come back to skirts, there 15 a striking
innovation In the way of full skirts which
i3 becoming more the vogue each day. Sev-
eral well-known houses have ventured to
adopt this mode In deslgning toilets with
quite voluminous skirts for their patrons
who flgure among the most perfectly
dressed women In the gay capltal, For
evening gowns made of the new soft velour
mousseline it {s an especially dainty style.
The skirt, gathered finely from a very nar-
row hip piece below the walst, falls In
graceful folds to the base, while a deep,
quaintly shaped gulpure embroidered collar
on the waist combines In the picturesque
ensemble. The finest and most supple cloth
is gathered and plaited across the hips,
from which appears a fullness reminding
one of the old styles. To a slight figure It
i8 very becoming.

Two striking gowns worn by Jana Hading
in “La Chatelaine” are well worth describ-
ing. The first, in white crepe de chine, nas
a pretty, deep shoulder cape embroider:d
with chinchilla fur, a yellow wvelvet collar
glving the only note of color. The second
tollet Is of ochre-colored lace, having large
silver and strass buttons ornamenting the
skirt, together with silver embroidery and
fringe, as a decoration to the collar and
hem of the princess rabe.

Viennese Rivals.

The Viennese dressmakers are pressing
the French couturleres very hard, and some
of their confections are exquisite. Espec-
ially beautiful was a gown in white =ibeline,
the very thick and leng halr giving the im-
pression of fur. The flaring skirt had In-
crustations of yak lace, with little bobs of
white woolly stuff all over ##. A bolero
formed of the lace was the walst decoratlon,
and the becoming touch of color was given
by a burnt orange choker, These artists
also composed a theater coat of all over
Irish lace which relled upon the perfection
of its cut for distinctlon. It was cut low,
as are all the swagger evening coats. In-
deed, they come well off the shoulders, and
many of them cut away like a man's even-
ing coat.

A most remarkable coat for a grande
dame Is made of over a hundred rabbits’
ears. Poor little bunny! To what base uses
he has descended! It reminds one of Mark
Antony's appeal to the Romans., Fickle
fashion Is constant only to a constant
change, but there are certaln comblnations
of which we never tire—for example, white
velvet or thick cream oriental satin trim-
med whh old lace and sable, Bay what
vou will, this combinatlon 1s never out of
place so long as it is made by a master
hand. Emerald green, bright cerise and a
lovely shade of rose pink are popular, but
women who look best in grays, faint
mauves and pastel blues are wise to remaln
faithful to these shades. After all, there
are possibiiities in every color, but fashion
decrees that each woman shall adopt one
or two soft shades for her own.

CATHERINE TALBOT,

Folding a-Tablecloth.

When not in use a tablecloth should be
kept In folded creases, and when brought
out to be spread should be laid on the table
and unfolded #s entire length (the width
belng doubled), with the center crease along.
the center of the table. Then the half
breadth that ls folded should be turned
back and the cloth will hang evenly. Care-
less servants often gather up a cloth “any-
how,” without taking the trouble to fold it
up agaln In its own creases, and thus fresh
ones are made. A tablecloth will last fresh
Loot!ng umlpawla it it s always :oldﬂ

after olds and away
t.ge next meal. . S
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She Pmd’g‘véfynitﬂe to Make
Lifp orth Living.
S e

NOTHE]ST:G IS CHEAP

WHY AMERICAN WOMEN LEAVE
THEIR"HUSBANDS AT HOME.
R O

All Sorts of Reasons—Some Only Fair
and Others Kot Even
o My - t.
s i I.‘.-.i -

Te the Editor of The Frening Star:
- PARISp France, December 7, 1002,

When I tell you that I have been a fort-
night in’'Londen,  you will understand per-
Tectly “why*T'a#th writing 4 letter to the edi-
tor. IT there’is one thing in London that
is nicér faan ¥am’ for bréakfast and food
cooked withoitf salt-it 1s the delicious habit
the British people have of writing letters to
the editor upon all occasions, and even—in-
deed, most ger#rally—when there i8 no pos-
sible océhsion: ™ ami [nclined to belleve that
the main feasdn why the British people are
so far behind fhe*Amerlcan in some things
is because, while’ the American public is
hustling for what It wants, the British, to
a man, sits‘down and is exhausted writing
letters to the editor. Still. though there is
no money In it, the custom affords such a
happy, not to say honorable, means of In-
dulging one's egotism, it 18 beyond me to
resist It.

But, Mr. Editor, it was not about Lon-
don that I set out to write you a letter. It
was to Inquire if you know anything shal-
lower than are the friends who congratu-
lated me when destiny ordered me to Paris
to llve. For.two menths now I have been
striving to find aaything in Paris to make
the life here..of 8 decent American family
worth living, 'and F despair. On the con-
trary, 1 have gettled down finally under the
disheartening conviction .that as compared
with the United Btates the possibilities of
life for an American are reduced fully two-
thirds by a resldence in Paris. I will not go
now into detalls of why this is so. I will
say nothing of the time it takes and of the
money it takes-to go down town to buy a
yard of cotton—this by reason of the ante-
diluvian system of streettransit and equally
antediluvian ssethods of Parls shop keep-
ers; I will say nothing of the insanitary
standards of education here, which being
known would cause the Clvic Center of
Washington and the Anthropological Bo-
clety and the Woman's Colleglate Alumnae
and the mothers' congress to descend upon
Paris as humapnely bent upon reformation
as ever our army descended upon Cuba
or the Philippines.

I will say nothing of the utter lack of
modern convefilefices for housekeeping, and
for decency's sake, If for no other reason,
I will not say how often—that is, how sel-
dom—we h?,"'e come to bathe, nor for plty’'s

sake, will I'Spea ,0f the lles that were told
me of how Zheafi living is in Paris. Con-
cerning the' Tast ppint, the fact of the mat-
ter s noth heap here but kid gloves
and silk netkties, and no poor, respectable
American man, can bring herself to go

clad in a sffif necktle, however voluminous,
or kid slavm.rt ugh they be twenty-put-
ton. Moreo¥#r, org cannot éat these things,
As to eatln‘ﬂ fmt!er is 60 cents per pound;
eggs—queer-faztl leathery eggs—are 4
and § centsﬁ?plet-e milk is 20 cents a quart;
meat, 50 cents g pound, etc., ete.

Whenee -dts Reputation.
I understafid perfectly ‘how the notion of

‘the joy of Ifyloig {p Paris comes to be fixed

in the minds of Americans. The compara-
tively few Americans who for any reason
have to ta.fi_e up residence here are so soon
paralyzed !{gﬁmﬂgncnoly they have not the
power of making tha truth about thelr sit-
uation known, @nd the others—the great
majority whe come here—don't live. They
stop for A tlme and make of Paris a mirror
to reflect the splendid egotism which brings
them hither. If I wanted to be unkind I

.should go further and say the reason Paris

has a reputafipn in America for being gay
is because It Affords the Amerlcan wife so
many convenient pretexts for getting rid
of her husband. The ratip of American wo-
men to men visiting Paris Is easily one
hundred to three. Has the American hus-
band a futura? Is a question which rankles
in my mind, witnessing as I do the enor-
mous number of American wlves dolng
Paris alone, untrammeled by any mere
man's control.

In the pension where I live are never less
than fifiy or sixty Amerlcan women, all
fierceley bent on culturing, with their poor,
stupid husbands groveling for their bread
and butter at home. A number of them are
gray-haired, many of them are past mid-
dle age—all of them are certainly old
enough to know and do hetter. Neverthe-
less, with the whites of thelr eves turned
up to the heavens whers rest the snow-
capped summlt¥. of thelr towering ambl-
tions, they stay on here studying—some,
art; some, science; some, languages; others,
lingerie and. chiffons, and all with a com-
mon impulse hHave broken up thelr homes.
left thelr husbands in counting room and
shop In New ‘i'_nrk. Hoston, Philadelphia,
Washington, Chicago, San Franclsco, Osh-
kosh, Kalamazoo—that they may develop
their higher aims. One often hears asked,
“Is your husband coming over soon?' *Oh,
dear, no,”" is the invariable response; “he
cannot leave his business, and he finds
nothing to_Inierest him here, anvhow'—
this in tones of mixed pity and contempt
for the poar, lnferior ereature who of
necessity goes In for bread and butter in-
stead of culture, and does not rebel agalnst
his fate. ¥

Helpless small children are brought to the
rescue of the Wwonian who cannot possibly
produce any ambilion in herself compelling
residence abroad, That the children may
learn French Is then sufficlent warrant for
telling gapa good-bye at the pler in Hobo-
ken and sailing away without him.

One Woman’s Reason.

I heard yesterday of one New York wo-
man, who, after repeated protracted visits
to Parts, has finally established a home
here for herself and children. Business
keeps her husband In New York, but—God
bless our happy home!—he is allowed to
spend two months a year in the bosom of
his family.

This incident, of the American's wife's
necessities forclng her to come to Paris
seems too good to be true, but I have been
a witness of {{. She llved in our pension.
She was easlly thirty-seven years old; she
had left one child, a girl aged twelve, In a
convent in San Franclsco. In that city the
superfluous husband also was left. With
her she had a S0R%-a bratty child, aged ten.
She came to Paris to cultivate her wvolce,
because—thig shetold us all—because, don't
vou know, :not_only life but marriage Is
so uncertalg powadays, a woman never
knows wheg,she, may be thrown upon her
own resourcgs, 35d so while her husband
continued all¥esand produeing regularly
she just thought, she better perfect her
volce so_th 3¢ could go on the stage If
she ever h 0 glo it. Her husband, she
said, is gett Ite old, moreover he has
the divore 1%” somewhat, having sepa-
. wife to marry her, and
rself begins to fade a bit,
was it not pFu for her to take time and
Paris by thadorglock? Most prudent, we all
assured her, ani gkhen, after the Gore trag-
edy, her h nd,cabled her to abandon a
musical carger:im Paris and return home
instantly, cuttin@&ioff her bank account to
insure o nee, we all wept over her mis-
fortune and with her that perhaps
the time hag-¢ome for herolc action and a

debut. 73 g

Among the twoyor three hundred Amerl-
can women I havd met in Paris, I have en-
countered just. who expressed regret
over the absence of\her husband. This one
did not go in for culture,“wat for chiffons,
and she was s jolly and interesting I feel
rather mean ms g public the secret she
disclosed of how m American women
get their finery ln 5 : _

There is- bers-& large shop conducted by
an Amerfein .-Woman, and patronized by
many Americans, ‘whose names you would

be surprised to hear. This shop I8 sup-

rated from
inasmuch agghe

off of
_witho!

plied with thé'¥ery, very handsome cast- |
2gant women who flourish in |
‘means of support. A

—

ROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

are bought up by the enterprising American
woman who sells them to her gullible coun-
try-women visiting Paris, telling them that
thess things are models from well known
establishments which have been slightly
solled by repeated tryings-on and she there-
fore gets them at greatly reduced prices
and is abla to sell them very cheap. Thus
the singularly devoted wife from New York
came to possess a truly marvelous creation
of lace and satin fashioned Into a reception
gown; a velvet street dress; a fur coat, and
a stunning white corded velvet and chiffon
opera cloak and three gorgeous hats. All
these she paraded as a great stroke of do-
mestic economy. $She told us soulfully that
when she came here she was bound to
economize and she was so glad that she
had succeeded, though she did have to cable
to the dear absent husband three different
times: *“Broke. Send $500." It s painful
to have to relate of this solitary singular
instance of an American wife in Paris who
longed to have her husband here, we dis-
covered after she had gone that it was a
brevet husband for whom she pined.

Possibilities of a Husband.

I cannot understand why American wo-
men so generally fall to appreciate the pos-
sibilities of a husband in Paris. Truly a
husband has uses here undreamed of in
America, causing him properly to be es-
teemed among the greatest convenlences of
life, This is because in France the husbapd
is populariy regarded as having authority
over his wife. At first I was s'mply
puzzled and a great deali amused to see
how commonly the French husband goes
shopping with his wife, even to buy a hat.
I notlced that the milliner would place a
hat on the wife’s head and the two women
would go into fits of ecstacy over !t_-——lhe
wife smirking at her Image In the mirror,
cocking her head this side and that, while
the milliner in an attitude of wrapped ad-
miration emitted rapld ejaculations of the
superlative degree. Then a bass note would
sound from the monsieur and he would ut-
ter a roval negative, whereupon the two

women would all but fall at hls feet in
thelr groveling effort to change his mind—
the milliner belng especlally touching In

her appeal to the man not to break his
wife's heart, but to be good and kind just
this once and let madame have the hat
which makes her look just the angel she
fs. But the man always had his way I
noticed, and the most enterprising sales-
woman took it as a matter of course that
a wife's millinery shculd reflect the judg-
ment of the superior animal man.

Has His Uses.

This very soon caused me to perceive how
handy it Is to have a husband in dealing
with Paris trades-people, servants, the Par-
isian world generally. So now when they
try to make me do what I don't want to
do, T assume a terrified expression and tell
them that le monsieur would never hear
to it, and at once I have my own Wway.
Thus if I want to take back a hat which
I have made up my mind I don't like after
I have got it home, I tell the milliner that
monsieur was In a_rage about it, and she
accepts both the situation and the hat. 1
can scold the washerwoman about bad
washing till I am black in_the face and
she continues unmoved. But the Instant
I tell her that the monsieur demands better
work, presto! She Is jam and a reform at
once proceeds. Likewise when I put off
paying visits that bore me I tell a ¥rench
woman that my husband has Insisted upon
my staying at home with the children and
che is all compassion, understanding ex-
actly how this is so.

It was too funny. I was at the home of
a French family the other day when the
wife returned with her—I mean the hus-
band's petit garcon. She had been shop-
ping and the child’s hand had got badly
pinched in a door in one of the shops. The
father was at home and you should have
seen the way he falrly pitched into the
mother, scolding her up hill and down dale
because she had let her—that is to say, his
—child get it's hand hurt. If I had not hap-
pened to be there I think he would have
slapped her. As it was, I came near slap-
ping him—the idea of a mere man presums-
Ing to lecture his wife llke that! 8till,
you see, while a French husband would be
intolerable to a true Ameerican woman, .a
really wise Amerlca.g w‘;:en ;aln d!r: u;ondern

Amerlcan hus n Parls,
e PAULINE PRY.

Sumptuous Furs.

How sumptuous are fur garments this
year, or, rather, how sumptuous looking,
for the most inexpensive skins ars now be-
ing made into ideally lovely garments. We
have looked with contempt én anlmals such

AN ENGLISH RIVIERA.

Coast of Cornwall Closely Resembles

Continental Counterpart.
From the London Telegraph.

It is not every one who, when in delicate
health and In imperative need of change of
cllmate, can give elther the time or money
for a trip to those places abroad which are
recommended by the medical facully as
sultable for various complaints. Such un-
fortunate people might well despair were
it not for the fact that they have a remedy
at their very door, although the chances
are greatly in favor of their being ignorant
of this fact. It is always the Englishman’'s
first idea on being told that he wants a few
days’' rest and change of locality to rush
away Immediately to the continent, derive
mpst probably every benefit from the trip,
and promptly catch cold on the homeward
journey, Owing to the fact that he has to
pass through great varileties of climate and
risk cold sea passages.

His thoughts fly to the Riviera; he thinks
of Nice, Cannes, Monte Carlo and some of

the preity little spots across the Italian
frontier. It never occurs to"him that there
is an English Riviera, and that all the at-
tractions of clear skies, blue seas and genial
temperature are to be found along the coast
of Cornwall. Where It is a question of
health. equability of climate is a most im-
portant point, especially in lung and chest

diseases. What is required in such cases Is
that from month to month and from d to
day there shall be no violent transition
from heat to cold, or vice versa, but that |
such changes as are Imposed by naturs
shall be graduated. Moreover, It is wvery

desirable that the daily rang

not be extreme.
These are all polnts of Importance which

or difference | !
between day and night temperature, shall | ™™

-— — E——
Riviera and Cornwall the difference is one
of two or three degrees only, and not
always in favor of the continental resort,

Indeed, It is somewhat curlous to note
that, while In such months as Novembep
and December and March and April the
temperature at Mentone, Nice or Cannes {8
slightiy higher than at Falmouth, Penzance
and Beilly, during the two severe months of
January and February & is the reverse,
Moreover, the mean winter range of teme
perature is all In favor of our own English
resorts.

Added to all this is the fact that it takes
no longer to reach the farthermost places
of Cornwall than it does to go from London
to Paris, owing to the fast express service
which the Great Western Rallway Com-
pany has recently Inaugurated, with the
advantage of smooth traveling and ne
change of carriages. It must necessarily
be admitted that those in search of the
amusements and artiiclal  excltements,
such as the French Riviera can provide,
will have to seek that locality, for they do
not exist In our own.

The coast of Cornwall, however, can offer
all the attractions of scenery and outdoor
healthy exercise, with the comforts of Eng-
lish 1ife.

In such places as Falmouth,

Pengance,

St. Ives and Fowey such a genlal climate
as described may now be found. It ls a re-
gion where late in the vear flowers bloom
in the open alr: the flower gardens of
Sellly have proctically eut out all contl-

nental trade and beneath ‘ar skies and

hours of g aial sunshine new health s to

be won aiald such vistas of rock and ses

as may recall the azure shores of the Medie

terranean.

| Russia and Afghanistan.

From the St. Petersbarg Novoe Vromya

| By the convention of 1873 Russia recoge

niced Afghanistan as coming wihin the
here of British Influence. That econvens

| tion, which the radical change In the posle

1
) |
Hrl:' ;l;tgnll‘d for ”wq; ornish t“l"'l.‘:f‘ ANd | tion of affairs in central Asia should In
whie or many years past have T st ireaini . S L
steadily supported by the medical fac y. | AN¥ (.L.‘--‘ have rendered \_n.d about 1880,
Figures, it is well known, can be made to | was dec 'd by the Russlan government
prove anything, but there are statistics |10 Le no 1ger in force two years ago. The
based on wvears of solld observation and | time is opportune for proving Russla'®
compiled by experts which show that be- | declaration that she mo longer recognized
tween the temperature of the French | the convention.
. —— —_— ]




